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STATEMENT OF LIJG CARPENTER

Cn 19 May aircraft 502 vaa hit by a SAM vhile flying numbar thres in a
flight of six aireraft. T wus flying numbar two position, The flight had
proxen a5 the misaile approached and as we cantinued our turn, I could sea
two good clutes floating down and cbserved tha airoraft iapact expledo
and burm. We continuad on the misajon. Cn egress from the targat the
flight had been separated completaly and I was alane. As we passed over the
crash site, I heard two separate beepers followed by a trunsmission #This
is RAYGON 502;% LT PATTERSCN's volce. 1 answarsd ''this is 505; read you
loud and cleax,” EHis reply was Vs that you, Steve?" !'Negntive; this 3ia
Mick. bthat 1s your condition?" "I am CK, but I have a badly broken left
leg and won't be able to move." I rogered that and abouk that tise I got
gaother call: YThis 502 on dack;' LCDR MIDANIEL'a voilce. I replied "Roger;

"I read you. What is your copndition?" fHe replied "I am CA. Ey this tine

I bad passed the area. I still had a full lcad of bombs and diminishing
fusl, so I couid not remain in the area. When X returned to the ship I
learned that I was ths only person to Lear froa eitber individual and was
the only one fairly sure of theixr poaition.

I launched azain at first light in an A-6A with four (4) ¥-4 Phantoms
ag escorts., As we crested the suspected ridge lne, I immediately got two
beepats, and determined tteir position to be in a "' ghaped valley. As
the Fhantoms ciraled to tha north, I stayed low in the valley and attpapted
conmunicationg. At low altitude you could anly hear and talk to the downed
crewmember as you passed almost directly over him, Volce communications
vere wade with LT PATTERSCHN only, though a separats beeper helieved to be
LCDR MCDANIZEL's was heard., LT PATTERSCN's conversation consisted of a
reconfirmation of his badly broken left leg, no activity inr area, and uhen
queried as to LCDR MCDANIEL's positiom he replied '"he's over, the hili."

I took this to mean that he had landed on the other azide of a small ridge
on the alde of. the large ridzs. As we circlad we finally spotted LT PAT-
TERSON's position. W¥e Eaw the chute on the ground in a clearing and an
object next to it believed to be LT PATTERSCHN, Each time we passed over
he would call "Now, Nowl" vhen we wers directly overhsad. We exited the
arsa, The folldwing morning I again went into the area in the badk seat of
an FUC to drop the kits for the Fulton Extraction System and a survival
equipment kit, As before, when we entered the .yalley, we again heard“a-
beepar, followed by volce communications with LT PATTERSON. The converw
sation cohsistsed this time of relocating his position and explaining what
we were going to do (drop kits to him). Ve located him by mirror flashes
and drouped the kits to him., They landed in & clearing about 100 yards
down the mide o2 the hill from him. We attempted to find out ILCDR HCDAN-
1ZL'a status frem him but could not. We began to get MIG calls in the
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area and we were low an fuel. .0 we left the area with LT PATTERSON moving
toward the kits. That evening I launched in the CL30 recovery aircraft

ond the two FiC's that went in with me that morning went in prior to the
Cl30 to confirm that tha system was set up and ready. Tbey estadblished
communication with LT PATIERSON and learned that he had not gotten the

kita; the “Cooks" got them and almost captured him trying to get them.

He further stated that he was back up the hill wheres it was safer and san
remainiag there. Ile was asked again "is anyone uith you?" Ilo replied yes,
that he had ;;u.st cpoken to Bob WALXINSHAW that rorning. Bob WALKINSIAW 1s

a civilinn technical representative atiached to Attack Sguadron THIRTY-FIVE
and the mentian of his name has led to much speculation as to uhat was meant.
For exampla: delerlous after having been in the jungle for two and ons-halfl
‘days with }ittle or no food and water; trying to say he had talked to some
civiliang; trying to say he had mean 1CDR MCDANIEL and cid not want to re-
veal his name. The C130 and FiC's departed the area. The following marning
an FiB from SHISRPRISE went into the area and received no emissions of any
kind from eitner cremmember. This terminated the rescue effart.
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